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CHAPTER 1.
THE COURTS.
MAGISTRATES, or justices of the peace, are appointed in each county, Justices of
and for such of the larger boroughs as have their separate commis- tfae Peace*
sions of the peace,1 by the Crown on the recommendation of the Lord
Chancellor, who is advised-as to counties by the Lord-Lieutenant,
with the assistance of an advisory committee, and as to boroughs
by separate advisory committees. Men and women are eligible. They
are not paid for their services but may receive certain allowances for
travel and lodging. Their duties are mainly judicial, but certain
administrative functions remain to them as a residue of the many
such functions which county justices and to a less extent borough
justices formerly performed. Any court of summary jurisdiction
consisting of two or more justices sitting in a petty sessional court-
house forms a court of petty Cessions. Juvenile courts for the trial
of "young offenders are constituted from special panels of suitably
qualified justices appointed by justices of each county petty sessional
division or borough magistrates' court out of their own number. A
juvenile court consists of not more than three justices drawn from the
panel and must hold its sittings at a different time from those of the
ordinary summary court and preferably in a different room. Domestic
proceedings 2 are also tried by not more than three justices, of whom
one should be a man and one a woman. The hearing of domestic
proceedings is separated from other Business and, as in juvenile
courts, the general public is excluded,|jn the metropolitan police
district of London paid metropolitan magistrates sit alone and have
a somewhat wider jurisdiction. They are appointed by the Crown
on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor. Many of the
larger towns in the provinces have stipendiary magistrates. The
retiring age for justices of the peace is seventy-five, at which age
lf. 271, post.
* Separation and maintenance proceedings and proceedings under the Guar-
dianship of Infants Acts, 1886 and 1925.